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Welcome back

https://www.cleanupboat.org/donation


LAST SEASON
IN REVIEW

Thanks to all of our donors and 
volunteers who helped us reach 
our 2018 goals:

88 days on the river

186 total volunteers 

704 captain hours

220 bags of trash and 

recycling

1,116 volunteer hours 

2019 
VOLUNTEER 
SIGN-UP IS 

LIVE
Limited to one day per 

person

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d4aa5ad29a2ff2-2019


HOW DID THE CLEAN UP BOAT COME TO BE? 
HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED?

        Tom McNichol was the Founder and driving 
force behind the Clean Up Boat. He and I 

coached high school sailing together at 
Community Boating on the Charles. During the 

spring season of 2004, we were sitting in a 
sailboat anchored in the river as we ran sailboat 

races. He had been bothered by the islands of 
trash we seemed to be constantly sailing 

through and he kept talking about his theory 
that the trash just moved from shore to shore as 
the wind changed. And he was convinced that 

it could be cleaned up with some effort. I 
mostly just ignored his ramblings. Then one day 

he asked if I would help him attempt to clean it 
up. He had a small aluminum boat and some 

pool skimmers, so we went out and bagged 
some trash.

M E E T  T H E  C R E W

CAPTAIN 
SPOTLIGHT

Tom Soisson

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY 
INVOLVING THE CHARLES AND THE 
CLEAN UP BOAT’S EFFORTS?

In October of that first year the Red Sox won 
their first World Series in nearly a century and 
took the very first Boston Duck Parade, partly 
on the newly cleaned river. It felt like we had 
helped to break the curse. Maybe it was 
actually the curse of the dirty Charles.



WHY DO YOU CONTINUE TO DEDICATE 
YOUR TIME TO THE CLEAN UP BOAT?

HOW DOES THE CLEAN UP BOAT STAY "AFLOAT"?

        After my first cleaning-up cruise with him, Tom McNichol then approached the 
Mass Bay Sailing League at a coaches meeting and asked if other coaches were 

interested in helping. As I recall, about 10 coaches volunteered to go out 
intermittently and help in the cleanup. 

        In that first year, we volunteered to go out, bringing friends or other coaches 
or volunteers that Tom managed to recruit. The league adopted the cleanup boat 
as part of its organization, and Tom was able to do fundraising under the league's 

non-profit status. The Cambridge Yacht Club offered free gas for the boat, the 
Watertown Yacht Club offered a slip to store the boat, and the Boston Duck Tours 

made the first financial donation, our first sponsor.

I viewed the project as a definable job; clean up 
the trash. And that was very successful. But Tom 
had a larger vision. He worked tirelessly to engage 
everyone using the river, living or working next to 
the river, or concerned about the quality of the 
river, to become part of his effort to clean the 
river. It became a community project. He 
focused a lot of attention on setting up a 
volunteer group that not only helped on the river, 
but hosted a volunteer calendar, helped 
fundraising, and eventually donated the larger 
boat.

M E E T  T H E  C R E W



M E E T  T H E  V O L U N T E E R S

VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT

Darla & Dinero Jelley

WHAT DOES THE CHARLES RIVER SIGNIFY 
FOR YOU?

My daughter, Dinero, was born at MGH along the Charles and her first view of 
the world out of the hospital window was the Charles River. Ever since that day 

it has been her playground (as well as mine), whether I strolled her along the 
river or we biked around the Esplanade.  It is significant for us because we have 

bonded as a family in the surroundings where we could grow, learn, and 
experience the diversity of activities and people that benefit from this river 

every day. If not for the many volunteers, this dynamic would be very different. 
It takes a village and the Clean Up Boat volunteer opportunity is part of the 

village that has successfully made the Charles River what it is today and will be 
tomorrow and beyond.  



HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THE CLEAN UP 
BOAT? WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO SIGN UP TO 

VOLUNTEER?

My daughter and I found out about the Clean 
Up Boat at a dock near the Community 

Rowing boat house in Boston. Dinero was 
taking a rowing class there and we saw the 

Clean Up Boat. We thought it would be a nice 
bonding experience, as well as a give back 

opportunity. After speaking with the lovely 
Captain who was manning the boat, we 

realized this would be a fun family event as 
we spend most of our days on or around the 

Charles River and always strive to keep our 
“backyard” clean.

 

DID YOU FIND ANY INTERESTING DEBRIS 
WHEN VOLUNTEERING ON THE BOAT?

We had five large garbage bags full of 
debris and recycling after only being out 

on the water for a few hours. My 
daughter Dinero surprisingly found a Red 
Sox Baseball Cap, a MIT notebook, and a 

picnic basket.

WHAT WAS YOU AND YOUR DAUGHTER'S 
FAVORITE PART OF VOLUNTEERING?

My daughter, Dinero, had quite an awesome 
experience (with guidance of the Captain) 
steering the boat along the Charles. She got a 
kick out of being able to call her Mommy the 
ships hand and  ordering me to keep scooping 
debris or she would make me swab the deck 
(LOL). The overall experience was top notch! 
From the informative Captain explaining many 
landmarks and history of the river (we were 
amazed by how much we didn’t know about our 
river -having lived here for many decades), to 
the satisfaction of cleaning the river and filling 
up many garbage and recycling bags. 

M E E T  T H E  V O L U N T E E R S



Investing in our 
Infrastructure.

 

Thank you to all of last season's donors and volunteers! To have a fresh start 
for this cleaning season, and to celebrate our 15th year anniversary, we are 

proud to introduce to you the boat-rewiring we did during during the off-
season.

Full rewire of entire boat including 
lighting, bilge pumps, switch panels, 
electronics, batteries
Depth sounder and VHF radio
Net holders

B O A T  W O R K

What's new?



 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT
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CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

www.cleanupboat.org

 
VOLUNTEER WITH US THIS SEASON

OR YOU CAN HELP CONTRIBUTE 
TO OUR SUCCESS BY DONATING

www.cleanupboat.org/donate

@cleanupboat

https://www.facebook.com/Charles-River-Clean-Up-Boat-1005748449566766/
https://www.instagram.com/cleanupboat/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d4aa5ad29a2ff2-2019

